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OPIOID CRISIS 


‘We are killing ourselves’ 


Christie-led panel recommends drug courts, other steps 


By Jessica Wehrman 
The Columbus Dispatch 


WASHINGTON — A presiden- 
tial commission created to address 


the nation’s devastating opioid 
crisis released a sweeping set of 


recommendations Wednesday 
that included the creation of a 


nationwide system of drug courts, 
the development of non- addictive 
painkillers and a national campaign 


aimed at educating the public 
about the dangers of drug use. 


The 56 recommendations, 
contained in a 131-page report by 
the President’s Commission on 
Combating Drug Addiction and 
the Opioid Crisis, included no 


SEE OPIOIDS, A6 Christie 


Season of change 


Diaa 


The sod at the Downtown home of the Clippers has been removed and new sod is being put down this fall to ensure a good playing surface 
for the triple-A team when it returns to action in the spring. [FRED SQUILLANTE/DISPATCH] 


CHILDREN’S HEALTH 


Gene therapy fights neuromuscular disease 


By JoAnne Viviano 
The Columbus Dispatch 


Dr. Jerry Mendell refers 
to aboy and atricycle to 
explain how effective a new 


gene-replacement therapy 
has been in rescuing babies at 
Nationwide Children’s Hos- 
pital from a debilitating and 
deadly neuromuscular disease. 
The boy, now about 2 years 


old, is able to ride that tricycle. 


Perhaps an ordinary mile- 
stone for most children, this 
is remarkable for a child who 
was born with type-1 spinal 
muscular atrophy, which 


attacks nerve cells and 

can cause severe physical 
limitations — including the 
inability to breathe, swallow, 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Ohio House 
bans Down 
syndrome 
abortions 


By Megan Henry 
The Columbus Dispatch 


After a lengthy, emotional 
debate, the Ohio House 
approved a controversial bill 
Wednesday that would ban 
abortions in cases in which 
the fetus might have Down 
syndrome. 

The vote was 63-30. The 
measure, Ohio Right to Life’s 
top legislative priority this year, 
now goes to the Senate, where 
an identical bill is pending. 

The president of the 
anti-abortion group, Mike 
Gonidakis, said, “Today’s 
vote is a vote against 


SEE ABORTIONS, A9 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Harassment 
cases emerge 
in legislature 


By Jim Siegel 
The Columbus Dispatch 


Three more Ohio legislators 
and an aide were added to the 
burgeoning list Wednesday of 
those who engaged in various 
types of harassment, while 
speculation swirled that more 
lawmakers could get caught 
up in the type of scandalous 
behavior that forced a state 
senator to resign last month. 
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